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come over even Lucknow. I have just received the information
that Sheikh Khaliquzzaman and ten others have been removed
from the District to the Central Jail and the conveniences that
were given them are to be withdrawn and that probably the visits
would be disallowed. Pandit Nehru and the remaining prisoners
have sent an energetic protest against such invidious distinctions
and have asked to be treated in every respect in the same manner
as other political prisoners. It must be a matter of pride to every
Indian that some of the best men of India are today putting
themselves on a par with the common people and seeking no privi-
leges for themselves.
1st January
Since writing the foregoing notes I have received a wire saying
that Mr. Desai had been seen again and that he was hale and
hearty and was better treated, I am glad for the sake of the
authorities that the treatment has been changed for the better. But
the insanitation described above should have been impossible
from the very beginning. That a Mahadev Desai has compelled
better treatment is a matter of little moment. The question is one of
larger humanity. What must be the condition of ordinary priso-
ners ? Have they any rights ? This imprisonment of cultured men
is from that standpoint a godsend. The political prisoners will
incidentally solve this question of human rights.
THE NEW "INDEPENDENT"
The written edition of the Independent commenced by
Mr. Mahadev Desai when the security of Rs. 2,000 was forfeited
continues its difficult career. It has been regularly published in
its new form. Arrangements have been made for a succession of
editors should the present one be arrested. Its front page is proud-
ly ornamented with the names of the editors and assistant editors
already imprisoned within a short space of time. These are Messrs
Ranga lyar1, George Joseph, Kabadi and Mahadev Desai. I do
not think any other paper except the ^amindar of Lahore has such
a proud record. I publish in another column gleanings from the
seven issues to hand. I have already published in full the first
issue. The reader will not fail to notice the care with which the
news items are collected, collated and compressed nor will he fail
to note the condensed thought in the editorial notes. I do hope
that the Allahabad public will watch the experiment with sym-
pathy and support the appeal made by its youthful editor. The
1 G. S. Ranga Iyer